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eReserves & You

Strike 1: Nuts and
Bolts

Strike 2: Practical
Matters

Balancing security –
v- ease of access.

Provide help for
eReserve site access
and other computer
problems

Quick turnaround
time for files

Strike 3: Legal StuffKeeping your
eReserve site on the
good side of the law

• eReserves allow faculty to place materials such as
articles, book chapters and media on the
eReserves & Reserves page of the Libraries web
pages. Students may then access the materials
by logging into the eReserve page and accessing
those classes for which they are registered. Most
materials on electronic reserve are converted to
Adobe Acrobat PDF files. Not all material may be
added to eReserves. It shall be the responsibility
of the eReserves staff to determine if material
requested for eReserve should be added to Print
Reserve. (Emphasis added)

Next Batter

• Electronic reserve systems or eReserves (or EReserves) can be incredibly useful to students
and faculty alike. It saves the professors a ton of
time while also being convenient to students. A
win-win situation if you ask me.
• Profs can spend more time actually teaching and
grading rather than spending time running
around getting files/readings put on paper
reserve. It is much more convenient than just
putting the readings in a folder on your door and
there is some security in knowing that someone
can’t just come by and take all of the readings.
They will be available for as long as the prof
thinks is proper.

• I like to point out that posting files on an
eReserve system is really convenient for profs
as they just drop off the files and we take care
of the details of scanning and posting the files.
All I ask is for the profs to photocopy the
readings they want to use and fill out a form
so that I can keep track of what has been
handed to me.

• If the files already exist in an electronic format
the profs (any teaching faculty, really) they can
give it to me on a disk or thumb drive or email it
to me so that it doesn’t go from digital to analog
and then back to digital. Keeping a file all digital
keeps the file sizes smaller and also keeps the
text as clear as possible.
If a file is scanned in as opposed to being created
digitally then cutting-and-pasting is possible. If
the reading is scanned-in then there is an extra
unnecessary step of running an OCR program to
render the file back into digital text.

• If pictures are included in the file then they
will remain viewable as well. All too often I
get request for pictures or tables to be kept in
a file and then I am handed a photocopy
where they are obscured. We can only do so
much when scanning to make readings clearer.

